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Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 222768 

43 

ORIGIN PM-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 EUR-25 NEA-10 ISO-OO AID-20 IGA-02 L-03 

EB-11 OMB-01 TRSE-00 MC-02 ACDA-19 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SS-20 /148 R 

DRAFTED BY PM/S AS: RWSMITH/LD 

APPROVED BY PM/SAS: ROBERT T. GREY 

NEA/RA - MR. SCHIFF 

EUR/IB - MR. SMITH 

ARA/PLC - MR. NORTON 

PM/MC - MR. MITHOEFER 

101170 

R 121602Z NOV 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
INFO USINT CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 222768 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SP, Cl, EG 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SPANISH SALES OF 105 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES. 
REF: MADRID 6543 

1 . YOU MAY INFORM GOS THAT WE CANNOT AT THIS TIME GRANT 
APPROVAL TO PROPOSED SALE BY SPAIN OF RECOILLESS 
RIFLES TO EGYPT. IT SEEMS TO US THAT IN VIEW OF SOVIET 
RESUPPLY OF ARAB ARMED FORCES, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO 
EXPLAIN TO CONGRESS AND PUBLIC WHY IT WAS NECESSARY TO 
ACCEDE TO SPANISH REQUEST. WE RELIEVE THAT PRESENT STATE 
OF PLAY IN MID-EAST SITUATION DICTATES THAT WE WITHHOLD 
APPROVAL. 

2. IN PASSING ABOVE COMMENTS TO APPROPRIATE SPANISH 
OFFICIALS, YOU MAY SAY THAT WE TOOK COGNIZANCE OF 
SPANISH- ARAB TIES AS WELL AS OUR OWN RELATIONSHIP WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 222768 

EGYPT. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT WE APPRECIATED PROMPT NOTIFI- 
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CATION BY SPAIN OF EGYPTIAN REQUEST. 

3. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ON POTENTIAL SALE TO CHILE REPORTED 
PARA 3, REFTEL. RUSH 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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